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Welcome to the Department of
Nursing at Brigham Young University
Idaho! My name is Erin Bennion and I
am the Department Chair of the
Nursing program at Brigham Young
University Idaho. You have selected an
exciting and rewarding carrier. We are
eager to assist, mentor, and teach you
about the art and science of becoming
a Registered Nurse.

Below, you will find some helpful
information to get you started on your
journey. There is organization and
preparation to getting into the nursing
program. I encourage you to make an
appointment with a career and advisor
to ensure that your academic courses
are correctly lined up.
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How do I get started at
BYU-Idaho?

First, visit the Department of Nursing
web site and read the information
found in prospective students,
applications and immunization and
course sequence. Your advisor and
any nurse faculty can assist you with
this. You will find this information at
http://www.byui.edu/nursing/pre-
licensure-bsn 

There are many reasons to join the nursing profession. Nurses are in
high demand and most of our graduates have amazing jobs lined up
before they even graduate. A nursing career can be very diverse,
offering many different experiences. Nurses can work in hospitals,
clinics, and out in the community. After obtaining your nursing
degree, many students continue on with their education and become
nurse practitioners, nurse anesthetists, or nurse educators. Nursing
is flexible and nurses can work days, nights, weekends, and every
different combination of those. Nursing can be exciting and fast
paced such as life flight, the emergency department, or trauma units.
Nursing can be personal and compassionate working in hospice,
cancer centers, or long-term care units. Nurses help patients through
the happiest and hardest parts of their lives. Nurses are smart,
critical thinking, benevolent, and hard working. 

Nursing is one of the most trusted professions in the world. Many
students have had personal experience with a family member or self
when in a hospital. After seeing the positive contributions of selfless
service, care, and comfort given to them from a nurse, they want to
give back. Other students enjoy the critical thinking aspects of
working with health, healing, and the human body in an acute
setting. Some know right away as a small child and other are called
later in life. There are many reasons why students become a nurse.
The most important part of the nursing occupation is a desire to
help others.
 

How do I know if I want to be a Registered
Nurse?

What can I do as a
Registered Nurse?

Most people think nurses work
in hospitals. The reality is that
only 61% of registered nurses
work in hospitals. Many work
in residential care facilities,
physician offices, home health,
legal services, information
technology, education and the
government/military. I can’t
think of a more diverse
occupation.    What you begin
doing in nursing can change
many times throughout your
career. Nursing is very diverse.

What type of things will I learn at BYU-
Idaho to prepare me as a Registered Nurse?

Besides giving shots and starting intravenous lines on patients,
you will be taught how to think as a professional nurse. This
includes thinking critically while providing quality, safe and
patient-centered care. You will also learn leadership skills, apply
technology, understand ethical and legal aspects of nursing as
well as health care policy considerations. Communicating is also  
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What courses should I
take my first semester?

The following are recommended
courses for the first year if you
think you want to pursue a
Nursing Degree.

1ST SEMESTER

 FDENG 101 - 3 Credits
 FDMATH 108 - 3 Credits 
 FDREL 225 - 2 Credits  
*BIO 264 - 3 Credits 
*BIO 264L - 1 Credit
*CHEM 101 - 3 Credits
*CHEM 101L - 1 Credit

If you have questions regarding classes, contact your Academic
Advisor in the College of Agriculture and Life Science: 

(208) 496-9830  
calsadvising@byui.edu

essential and you will have opportunities to learn effective and
collaborative communication skills with the health-care team,
patients and their families. You will learn how to be advocate for
patients of different cultures. Your personal growth will be
demonstrated with a commitment to Christ-centered care and life-
long learning.

Will I be able to provide for my family as a
Registered Nurse?

Yes! Nursing students can take a dart and throw it at a map of the
United States. Wherever it lands is a place within driving distance
that you may find employment that will provide for your family.
The flexibility with the nursing profession is that you may work
fulltime or part-time, days or night. It’s up to you and the needs of
your family. Full-time employment is usually over $55,000 per
year, depending on job and state of employment for new
graduates. 

If you have any other questions regarding the nursing program, please feel free to contact me. 

Erin Bennion PhD
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